Letter written by the Public Affairs Officer and signed by the Commanding Officer
CharlesP. Tesh, CDR - 1966 WESTPAC Cruise

Uss KING (DLG-10)
FPO San Francisco 96601

Dear KINGS'S KIN,

1 would Like to take this opportunity to inform you of owr activities
since feaving San Niego in Late May. As has been the nomnal operations
0f Lhe KING of the FRIGATES, this period has been one of much hard wonk
and Little play. As we steam on station today and before we arrive in
pork again, we will have spent ninefy-eight days at sea with but twelve
days in port. The mafority of our Lnport time was enfoyed during our
transit to WESPAC, ' us

. From Fto 5 June, we mixed business with pleasure duning our visit
To Pearl Harbor. There we undemwent cun Operational Readiness Inspection,
O which we hece ived a grade of Excelfent, Duiing ouk Libenty time atl
hands ook advantage of the pleasant weather and the wilque sight-seeing
opportunities of famed Wakiki and other Zess famous but equally beautiful-
remode shone areas. Included was a towr of the Tsfand of Oahu by thirty
members of the crew.

On & June, we bade farewell to Diamond Head and set sail for Vokosuka,
Japan, e participated in a missile shoot against the Last REGULUS missile,
An the U. S. Navy Ansenal, off the beautiful isfand of KAUAL in the Hawaiian
Isfands. The KINGSHEN came through wizth c typical Outstanding perfommance,
dconing a dinect hit on that PEGULUS Langet and sending it down &n flames,
The subsequent nine day transit over 5,700 miles of fain weather and caln
seas passed uneventiully and we steamed into Yokosuka Harbor on 14 June,

For many of the crew, this was thein §inst glimpse of the Orient, and iz
proved 2o be an enfoyable experience. . Puring oun shont stay, a night Loun
of Tokyo, the world's Largest cily, proved an enlightning side Light of ourn
clse.

On 17 June, we Left Mt, Fuji behind and saifed fon Subic Bay, Republic
of the Philippines, amniving there on 27 June for three days of upkeep and
recreation. There we readied the ship for the final feg of the transit to
our slntion off the coast of Viet Nam. Uhile at Subic, Captain M. M. GANTAR
and his staff moved aboard and we became fLagship 0§ TESTROVER SQUADRON
FIFTEEN. We depanited Subic on 26 June and conducted gumery exercédes on
the way to Dalang, where we undemient intensive briefings and exercises 2o
prepaie us for oun assigmment as a Seanch and Rescue Unit.

As you have undoubtedly nead in the newspapens, 1 July was on evenfful
day for the KINGSMEN, This was the day of the attack by Noath Vietwamesc
PT boats. ALL of our hard work and intensive training proved welf worth-
while as the entire ship neaponded {n true KING tradition. fle piched up
sevenal surwions of the sunken PT boats but onfy after putting swimmers in
the watern to subdue them.

The nest of our §inrst Loun on siation passed comparatively peacefully
as far s enemy actlon As concened but we wenre hent busy with the nescuc of
géve downed pilots, including one rescued from deep within Nonth Vietramese
ternitony over Land nordh of Haiphong. Afier 35 continuous sthenuous days
al sea, we werr all e agenly enticipating our #nip to Hong Kong on 3 August
when Lhe ship's schedule wus modigled, Our unigue NTDS capabilitics necess-
Llated the change because we are one of only two ships in WESPAC avaifable
for Lhe new assignment in which we are presently employed. Since undentaking
Lthis new ass {gnment the KING has nescued three downed pilots - fwo Adn
Foace and one Navy. A .



We are now schedufed Lo go o Hong Kong in mid-Septemben, s0 Looking
at the brnight side, there will be more money avaifable to spend in that
shopping wonderland, therefore, T.urge each of you Lo keep your shopping
Lists up-to-date, : '

Another necent schedule change has ftentatively extended our deployment
approximately five weeks, until othen NMTDS ships are avaifable in WESTPAC.
KING should now retwwn Zo San Diego shortly before Christrmas and hopefully
weld ermed with holiday presents. '

I would Like to Let each of youn know that your husband, som, or sweed-
heart has been doing an especially fine fob, despite the many Long howrs
and hard work since our departwie, in keeping the ship runing and overa-
onakly ready. ALL this has been aceomplished in the presence of fess
than pleasant heat and in the absence of Leisure, periods for rest and re-
Loxation. Thein performance has Lived up Lo the high KING standards-and .

has been a source of great pleasure to me,
Cblonrtsr G A——



