Letter written by the Public Affairs Officer and signed by the Commanding Officer
Charles P. Tesh, CDR - 1966 WESTPAC Cruise

USS KING (PLG-TO)
FP) San Francisco 96607

Dear KINGS'S KIN,

1 would £ike Lo fahe his oppontunity fo infomm yeu of oun activities
&dnce feaving San fiego in fafe May. As has been the moamal cperations
of LThe KTHG of the FRIGATES, #his period has been one of muech hard wonk
and Elttle play. As we sieom on Afafion today and befoxe we araive 4
poid again, we will have spent ninedy-eight days at sea with bui tweive
ags i porf. The majorify of out inpont time was enjoyed duting out
Iruanait o WESPAC,

Faom Tto 5 June, we mived business with pfeatwtwe during oun visit
Lo Peanf Hanbor, There we undesvent ouk Operational Feadineas Trspecdion,
i which we xece dved a grade of Excelfent, During our Liberty time all
rands fool aduantag e of the pleasant weathen and The whigue Sight-arednyg
oppaatunit {es 0f fomed Uakikd and othex oAl farmows but egually beanflful-
remole shons areas. Tnofuded was a four of ohe Tsfand of Dahu by thinty
membzns of the cuew,

On & Junz, we bade farewedf to Piamond Head and set sail for Vokosuka,
Japan. Mo pasticipated in ¢ méssife shool againat the fasi REGULUS misaily,
an the U S, Navy Ansenai, off the beautifuf isfand of XAUAT (n fhe Hawaiian
Isfands. The KINGSMEN came through with Hypleaf Jufstanding prrdommonce,
dconing a directd it om that PEGULIS Larget ond sending Lf down in {fames,
The subseguent ming day faansil ovexn 5,700 mides of fain weather and cafm
dead possed uneventiully and we steamed inte Vokosuka Haxbox on 14 June,

Fon mang of the crew, this was thein finst glimpse of the Cadent, and 42
proved do be an enjoyabf e experience, Turing owr shoad sfay, a night Lot
of Tokyo, the wonfd's Zangest city, proved an enlightning side Light of oun
auniae.

On 17 June, we Left Mt, Fuji behind and saifed for Subic oy, Republic
of the Philipnines, anciuing thene on 27 June fok thice dags of woheep and
reoneation. There we seadicd the ahip fon the finaf feg of The Transif fo
cur slotion off the coast of Uded Nam. ©hifz af Subie, Capfain M. M. GANTAR
and kb ALiagg maved aboard and we beeame flanshin o4 TESTROVER SOQUADRON
FIFTEEM, We depanfod Subic on 26 June and conducted guan2iy exsAciscs on
the way £o DaMang, whert we undement {ntensive baiefings and 2xehoides tfo
prEpane wt for oun asddoment as & Seanch and Rescue Undi.

A& you have undoubledfy azad in the newspepens, 1 Jufy wes on evernifud
aay for the KIMGSMEN., This wos fhe dgay of the atiach by Moath Viediamess
PT boads. ALL of our hand wonh and infensive thairing proved welf worth-
wiriiz as the enting ship neaponded in tane KING #radition, We piched o
severnd survions of the sunken PT bonts but onfy aftet putiong swirwess in
the wrten Lo subdue Lhee.

The nesd of our firsd fowr on sintion oodsee compoaatively peroacefuify
a4 far ci onery actlon 4 conceaned but we weae kent busy wifh the acscuc of
§dve dowmer plfofs, {inefuding one Aescued {rem dogp within Noxth Vigtiamese
feanidony oven faml north of Haiphong. Afen 35 continuous sirgmuous drgs
ed sz, v wear all e agenfy enticipating owr #rip fo Hong Kong on 3 August
when the ship's schedufe wis modigied. Our unigue NTDS capabifilica necess-
Atater the change because we ate one of onfy fwo ships in WESPAC avaifmbie
for Zhe new assdgnment in which we ote presently erploged.  Since undiataking
Lhis new ess dgment Zhe KING has nzacuerd three doumed pifofs = fuo Adn
Fonee and one Nawy,



tle anz now schedufed Lo go fo0 Hong Kewg i mad-Septemben, so Looking
at the bright aide, there will be moae money avaifabfe to spend in that
shopoing wondeadand, thenefone, Tiuwtge each of you fo keep your shopping
Liaty up-to-date, :

Anolhen aecent schedule chonge has fenfativefy exfended ewr depfocnment
approximatedy fdve weeks, wundif othen MTDS ships are avaifabfe in WESTPAC,
KING 2hould now retuwn to San Diege shortiy before Chaistmas and hopefutfy
welE anmed with hofiday pacsents.

1 would Like fo Lef each of yourn know Thel yowr husband, sen, ot sweed-
heart has been doing an cspecially fine job, despite the muty Long hows
wid hetd wonk since owr depanture, in keeping the shin nunning and coexs
Lonakly readly. AL this has been aceomplfished in thz presence of fess
than pleasant heat and in the absence 0§ feisure periods for xesd and ne-
doxation. Their peaformance has Lived up o the high KING s tondawds —and .
has beon a souree of oneat ploasure Lo we,



